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was again threatened.   In order to restore it, the Euro-
pean States formed a coalition against Louis XIV.
They began by being conquered; their league lacked
the support of the most important of the great powers,
England.   Her kings were in the pay of the French
king.   That is the reason why the decisive event of
this time was the revolution of 1688, which gave the
crown of England to William of Orange, the leader
of the coalition.   England had money and a fleet; it
was England which rendered certain the victory of
the allies.   At first Louis XIV. offered a glorious re-
sistance, but he had to exhaust the resources of his
kingdom, and when the war began once more, over
the Spanish succession, although he had Spain and
Bavaria on his side, he was vanquished by the English
general Marlborough, and could not prevent the inva-
sion of France.    He seemed to be ruined, when a
change in the English ministry brought the Tories
into power.   They desired peace (1711), hoping thus
to prepare the way for the restoration of the Stuarts.
England having alone been strong enough to over-
throw the King of France, was also strong enough to
save him.    It was English influence that assembled
the congress at Utrecht, in order to prepare the terms
of peace, and the same influence dictated the conditions
of that peace, as had been done by France and Sweden
in 1648.   Louis XIV. was only too glad to accept the
terms offered; they were much more favorable than
he had hoped for.   All the advantages of the treaties
of Utrecht were on the side of England.   The King
of Spain was obliged to cede to England Gibraltar,
Minorca, the privilege of importing negro slaves into